ocial Questions 
Bulletin | 


Under the chairmanship of the new president, Rev. Dr. Loyd 
IF. Worley, the executive committee of the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action met on September 29 at the University of 
]1Denver in Colorado with representatives from the East and 
West Coasts and from the Midwest in attendance. 


INEW NATIONAL OFFICE ESTABLISHED 


The committee voted to designate the new national head- 
‘quarters address as the address of the Membership secretary: 
| Box 327, Gresham, Oregon. This is also the new office of pub- 
lication address for Social Questions Bulletin. 


|NEW OFFICERS CONFIRMED 


The committee confirmed the election by the membership 
| (through mail ballot) of the officers nominated by the 1953 
Membership meeting: President, Rev. Dr. Loyd F. Worley, 573 
Farmington Avenue, Hartford, Conn.; Vice-Presidents, Bishop 
J. W. E. Bowen, Atlanta, Ga.; Rev. Clarence T. R. Nelson, Day- 
ton, Ohio; Rev. Edward L. Peet, Sacramento, Calif., and Mary 
Phillips, Lemont, IIl.; Recording Secretary, Rev. Lee H. Ball, 
Irvington, N. Y.; Assistant Recording Secretary, Miss Janice M. 
Roberts, New York City; Membership Secretary, Rev. Mark 
Chamberlin, Box 327, Gresham, Ore.; Field Secretaries, Rev. I. 
DeQuincy Newman, Sumter, S. C., and Dr. Willard Uphaus, 66 
Edgewood Avenue, New Haven, Conn.; Editorial Secretary (Editor 
of Social Questions Bulletin), Rev. Jack R. McMichael, Upper 
Lake, Calif. 


TREASURER SELECTED 
In accord with the decision of the Membership meeting that 
a West Coast treasurer should be found for M.F.S.A. to work 
with the Membership secretary and new national office, the 
_ Executive committee elected Rev. Edward L. Peet of Sacra- 
mento, Calif., to that position. Rev. Hillis Culver of North Sacra- 
mento was selected as assistant treasurer. MEMBERSHIP DUES 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS FOR M.F.S.A. ARE URGENTLY 
NEEDED NOW, AND SHOULD BE SENT BY YOU DI- 
RECTLY TO THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY AT THE 


OCTOBER, 1953 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS 


Acts for Peace and Organizational Progress 


NEW NATIONAL OFFICE, BOX 827, GRESHAM, OREGON. _ 


/ deposit and for expenditure by check on budgeted items. 
ANTI-WAR AMENDMENT ADOPTED 


_The Executive Committee confirmed adoption by the mem- 
hip (through mail ballot) of an amendment to the M.F.S.A. 
titution proposed by the 1953 Membership meeting, and 
ling to the constitution this sentence: “The Federation stands 
- the complete abolition of war.” By decision of the Mem- 
ip meeting, this sentence has also been added to the mast- 


US FREEDOM DEFENDED ~ 


ee voted M.F.S.A. backing for both past and ‘ 


He and his national office staff will record, credit and receipt - 
all contributions and then transmit them to the treasurer for _ 


FALL ISSUE 


The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 
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future efforts ‘in defense of clergymen under fire for exercising 
religious conscience and democratic, constitutional rights. 


APPEAL TO BISHOPS VOTED 


In the interest of religious freedom and fair play for all 
clergymen, as well as for any bishop under fire and being un- 
fairly and unjustly defamed and misrepresented by congressional 
committee press releases, an appeal was voted to the Bishops of 
the Methodist Church. They were asked to consider appointing a 
committee to study M.F.S.A.’s official attitudes and position, 
both now and across the decades, and to report the record to 
the church and to the public. In that spirit, the committee 
appeal expressed (as had been done before at General Con- 
ference) M.F.S.A.’s readiness for any fair investigation from 
proper church authorities, and it expressed confidence that the 
record would not show “any deviation from the spirit of pro- 
phetic religion as expressed in the Holy Scripture.” Full text 
of this M.F.S.A. Appeal to the Bishops is found below. 


PEACE STAND TAKEN 


The Executive Committee adopted a resolution which calls 
on our government leaders to heed the strong and growing de- 


~mands here and around the world for top-level negotiations in 


search for an end to the costly and doom-threatening cold war 
and arms race. Full text of the resolution appears below. 


NAME UNCHANGED 


The Membership meeting had agreed to submit to the mem- 
bership a mail ballot on the question as to whether to change 
the name of the organization from Methodist Federation for 
Social Action to Methodist Fellowship for Social Action. The 
membership was polled on that question, but the Executive 
committee decided that, since that poll’s results were indecisive, 
there should be a moratorium on the question at least until the 
next Executive Committee meeting (now scheduled for Decem- 
ber 9 or 10 in Chicago). Meanwhile, your vote and views on 
the name question are welcome and encouraged. ~ 


MEMBERSHIP DRIVE PUSHED 

~ Using the present opportunity to enlist new members for 
M.F.S.A. was stressed by the Executive Committee meeting. 
Every member is urged to become an M.F.S.A. evangelist and 
enlist at least one new member now. Here is a real answer to 
attempts to curb and intimidate! And if you are interested in 
helping develop a local action M.F.S.A. chapter in your city, 
write our membership secretary, who is stressing that project 
(Rev. Mark Chamberlin, M.F.S.A. National Office, Box 3827, 
Gresham, Oregon). : 


MEMORIAL MEETING FOR BISHOPS BROOKS 


AND McCONNELL aes . ic 
Following the all-day Executive Committee meeting on Sep- 


: tember 29, M.F.S.A. sponsored a public ee that evening 
in tribute to Bishop Robert N. Brooks and Bishop Francis J. 


Continued on Page 28 | 


FRANCIS ik McCONNELL BISHOP F. eo ENSLEY 


I wonder what Francis J. McConnell has thought—if he 
has been taking notice of them in the Great Beyond!—about 
the eulogies penned in his honor since his leaving us on 
August 18? Surely they must sound different from some of 
the communications he received in the steel strike days or 
during the more recent hysteria years! Probably the bishop’s 
reaction would be—modest man that he was—that the tributes, 
like the report of Mark Twain’s death, were “greatly ex- 
aggerated.” 


Those who knew Bishop McConnell need no reminder 
that a great man has gone, a magnificent mind, as amazing 
in its range and depth and humor as in its cutting edge; 
a tender sympathy that went out instinctively to the under- 
man; a courage which had not the fear of man in it; a 
moral mysticism which found its driving power in the sense 
of the approval of the Christ-like God. He combined in him- 
self excellences any one of which would distinguish: author- 
ship of about 30 volumes of theology and social criticism, 
holder of some of the most highly sought lectureships, named 
by his colleagues of the ministry as one of the “Twenty-five 
Great Preachers of America,” past-president of the Federal 
Council of Churches, and head of causes innumerable for 
social betterment, and for almost a third of a century a bishop 
of the Methodist Church. He was big in every dimension; 
truly, we shall not soon see his like again. 


Bishop McConnell has been the acknowledged leader of 
social liberalism in the Methodist Church in our generation. 
Probably his greatest claim to historical remembrance will be 
his connection with the Steel Strike Report in the early 
twenties, one of the first telling blows for the humanization 
of industry. Possibly his most lasting contribution, however, 
will be his interpretation of the prophetic function. 


For it was the bishop’s deepest conviction that society 
stagnates unless there be men and organizations who take 
the moral for their domain and hold up with courage and 
persistency the intrinsic worth of human life against all 
opposition, until by its very rightness it wins affirmative 
response in spite of its deniers. We may almost say that 
Bishop McConnell’s life is an essay in the definition of the 
nature of such social prophecy. The truth he tried to utter 
with both his lips and his long and noble life is that. it is 
the sovereign business of the prophet to get the great moral 
values stated in human terms and enforced upon the com- 


IS SOCIAL REFORM COMMUNISM? 
By W. W. REID 


“Social reform is one of the fundamental strengths of dem- 
ocracy, said the New York Times in a recent editorial on 
committees and individuals that equate the demand for social 
reform with communism. 


“The (House Un-American Activities) committee could maiko: 
no greater gift to the Communist than to assume that ministers 
who are militant fighters for social reform are ipso facto party- 
liners,” added the Times. “Judging from some of the names re- 
leased in recent testimony, it appears that the committee has 
already fallen into this terrible error.” 

__ Many ministers and many thousands of laymen in America 
_ are eager for social reform—working for better government, hous- 
ing, laboring and living conditions, or for temperance and pro- 
_ hibition, or for economic adjustment in business or industry, or 
_ for tolerance, or for medical benefits, and many other “causes”. 

sy _men are “liberals,” “progressives,” “social reformers”; 

are “to the left” (of most of us) socially, politically, or eco- 


to be critical of the present order 


entr 


_ party,” Prof. Han 


mon consciousness. He always contended that we must not 
confuse the prophet with the reformer. The prophet is an 
outrider in the caravan of human progress. He may spy out 
the land, but we must look to other men to go over and 
possess it. Nor can we expect the prophet to work in legisla- 
tures or council chambers, where half-a-loaf satisfies when 
the whole is out of the question. The prophet’s function is 
to get meral questions up and not to let them down until 
they are settled, and settled right. The brave words of William 
Lloyd Garrison are in the prohpetic mood, “I am in earnest— 
I will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a 
single inch—and I will be heard.” 


While the prophet is an absolutist, he need not be a fool. — 
No man, even his bitterest enemies, ever caught Bishop Mc- 
Connell off base on matters of fact, moral judgment, or pro- 
priety. Indeed, in his Beecher Lectures on The Prophetic 
Ministry, the bishop warms against the self-styled prophet 
who is needlessly unconventional, taking pride in the outer 
shows of separateness, wildness, and craziness for its own 
sake. 


We have speculated as to what Francis J. McConnell 
may be thinking. If wé may judge from the man we knew, 
his thought would not be on himself or how men regarded 
him. His concern is directed to the persons and causes that 
he loved, to the Federation which he led and to whose helm 
he returned in waning strength and from well-deserved re- 
tirement when it was assailed in recent days. Now that he 
is gone, will his old friends allow themselves to be cowed 
and driven underground by reactionaries who want to identify 
the Methodist Church with soft-headed evangelism or the 
economics of William McKinley? Or will the liberals bring 
discredit on themselves by irresponsible utterance, asinine be- 
havior, and that queer partisanship which wields a prophet’s 
scourge on the iniquities of the right but reserves almost 
a priestly tenderness for the parallel sins of the left? Or, will 
the voice of true prophecy be heard again in the land, sum- 
moning men without fear to serve freedom, justice, and hu- 
man welfare, and invoking without favor the judgment of a 
righteous God on offenses against these values, from what- 
ever quarter they come? The tribute that Bishop McConnell 
would like to have is yet to be penned. It will be written 
by liberals who show by their conduct in the years ahead 
that they have learned the meaning of his life. 


munists or subversives merely because they are reformers is to — 
do violence to logic, to fact, and to history. _—- 
It is now quite clear that too many equate social reform with — 
communism. And clergymen who abhor communism are branded — 
with its name because they would change some existing con-— 
ditions. Two of America’s most noted liberal rabbis, Doctors 
Wise and Magnes, were recently so branded; both are dead, but 
thousands of all faiths have come to their defense. Former 
Methodist Federation for Social Action executives, long at the 
forefront in social reform, have also been so accused. = 
“I am not and never was a communist,” insisted the Rev. 
Jack McMichael to the House committee. : _ 
“I never have been a communist sympathizer or a co 
munist party member; I can give place and date of my oppos: 
tion to communism,” writes the Rev. Charles C. Webber. 
“I am not and never have been a member of any political 
F. Ward told the press. “My judgment 
actions concerning political and economic issues are derived 
the basic ethical principles of the religion of Je 
I am a minister and teacher”. . 
I know these men y and 


« 
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M.F.S.A. APPEAL TO THE BISHOPS 


Religious leaders who have been known to stand for social 
justice, world peace and basic human rights and freedom have 
again become the subject of misrepresentation and attack. Mag- 
azine articles and speeches of politicians have not displayed the 
characteristic of fair play. Releases from the House committee 
on un-American Activities have been given publicity without 
opportunity for defense. Even the action of, the General Con- 
ference of 1952, concerning our fellowship, was not based upon 
a thorough investigation of all of the facts. With the evil spirit 
of suspicion let loose in the world, no religions leader, no mat- 
ter how distinguished, is safe from misrepresentation and abuse. 


The members of our fellowship joined with many others in 
repelling the unwarranted attack upon Bishop Oxmam. He was 
given the opportunity to face his accusers with facts. The same 
privilege should be accorded every minister afd member of our 
church who is accused. Especially this should be granted as 
support for those named by the release recently made in the 
name of the House Committee on un-American Activities. The 
good name of our beloved church will be affected if any min- 
ister or member is really guilty as charged. But our shame will 
be increased if he does not have the support necessary for a 
fair trial. 


We re-affirm our confidence in the integrity and the loyalty 
of those of our number who have been subjected to defamation 
and abuse without a hearing. We call attention to the following 
official statements of our organization which bear upon’ the 
tense issues of our day. 

“The Federation does not commit its members to any spe- 
cific program, but remains an inspirational and educational 
agency proposing social changes by democratic decision, not by 
violence.” (MFSA Constitution.) 

“The Federation rejects all forms of totalitarianism; affirms 
that no present social order is fully Christian; subscribes to no 
‘ism’ but to Christianity; respects the ethical reality of the 
church, but recognizes its inherently conservative nature, and 
so affirms that its own radical witness must be expressed as an 
unofficial body within the church.” (Statement of governing 
principles adopted 1949.) 

Therefore, we respectfully request the bishops of the Meth- 
odist church to consider the appointment of a committee to give 
proper study of our official attitudes and position and to report 
the same to the church and to the public. We are willing to 
undergo any fair investigation and we welcome it from proper 
church authorities. We are confident that the record will not 
reveal any subversion or deviation from the spirit of prophetic 
religion as expressed in the Holy Scripture. 

(The above statement authorized by the Executive committee 
of the MFSA meeting, September 29, 1953.) 


ON THE DEFENSE FUND 

Much gratitude is due the Federation members who so gen- 
erously sent funds in defense of religious freedom and of min- 
isters under attack from the House Committee for having exercised 
that freedom on behalf of peace, democratic progress, and human 
welfare. If you have not made a contribution and would like 
to, send your contribution for any needed legal and educational 
defense to Rev. Lee H. Ball, Defense Fund Treasurer, 24 Willow 
Street, Irvington, N. Y. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE RELEASE ANSWERED 


The Committee on Un-American Activities released to the 
press on September 11th the testimony of four professional in- 
formers, to the effect that 600 Protestant clergymen in this coun- 
try are secret members of the Communist party, and 3000 or 
4000 more are fellow-travelers. The name of your minister was 
included among the names of several distinguished religious 
leaders given to the press. 


I am not, and never have been, openly or secretly, a mem- 
ber of the Communist party. I do not consider myself a fellow- 
traveler. I do believe in preaching and applying the ethical prin- 
ciples of Jesus, as set forth in the Bible. In the course of the 
years, I have signed many statements, made a good many 
speeches, supported many causes, on the side of peace, of civil 
rights, of defense of the rights of minorities. My motive has 
been to try to help people, individuals or groups, who were in 
need of assistance, wherever I could. I have done these things 
because I felt I should do them, to keep my conscience Christian. 
I am not ashamed of anything I have signed or said or supported. 

There are two or three things about these attacks upon the 
clergy that we should get well in mind. 


The first is that while we hear a good deal today about 
subversive influences, nobody bothers to define what “subver- 
sive” is. So it turns out to be anything that Senator McCarthy 
or Senator Jenner or Congressman Velde or the attorney general 
dislikes or disapproves. Sinister forces in American life build up 
the Communist danger to serve their own ends. I cannot be- 
lieve that these investigation committees are seriously concerned 
about Communism in American churches. But what they are 
attacking, under the anti-Communist smoke screen, is the Protes- 
tant social gospel—our right to do something about our religion. 
And our Christian social gospel we must defend. The only ex- 
cuse for an investigating committee is to get material from which 
to frame a law. But the first amendment to the constitution states 
that “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” The real 
purpose of these investigations is to intimidate preachers, so 
they will say and do nothing about peace or about civil rights. 
If I know the preachers, they are not going to be intimidated. 
We take our moral directives from God, not from some con- 


-gressman in Washington. Under cover of anti-Communism, we 


are getting thought control and fascism in America. The real 
issue is religious freedom. No committee of the congress has the 
right to decide what is orthodox in religion, or to compel relig- 
ious conformity. 


Consider, second, that when something, usually without any 
preliminary hearing, has been declared “subversive,” then any- 
one who in any way has associated with it is also called “sub- 
versive.” At the last count, 254 American organizations were on 
the attorney general’s “subversive” list. This is the new doctrine 
of guilty-by-association, and it is un-American. 


Third, “subversive” guilt is made retroactive, to go back 20 
or 80 years to smear something you did or said then with the 
new implications that have been added today. This, too, is 
strange and un-American procedure. 


With these devices—loose, reckless, undefined, blanket charges 
of “subversion,” guilt-by-association, and retroactive, post facto 
guilt—almost anyone who has ever stood for anything can be 
persecuted, and his reputation and career ruined. 


I am not a stranger among you. Some of you have known me 
for a good many years. I hope you have confidence in me as 
an American and as a Christian. Some day this present hysteria 
will be only~an evil memory. American sanity and courage are 
beginning to reassert themselves. Whatever sie meanwhile, 
we can see it through, if as minister and people we present a 
solid front, and if we rely upon God’s help. We are not alone. 
Thousands of Protestants, prominent and humble, clergy and laity, 
are already aroused to this danger to our religious freedom, and 
they are resolved that this drive toward the control of American — 
thought and religion must be stopped. May God help us here 
to stand together, and we can win, and be then the stronger 


for it. : 
REV. LEE H. BALL. 


They Call For Peace 


Continuing to defend his advocacy of big power informal 
negotiations aimed at relaxing international tensions and ending 
the war threat and arms race, Prime Minister Churchill told the 
House of Commons on November 3: 

“The only really sure guide to the actions of mighty nations and power- 
ful governments is a correct estimate of what are, and what they consider 
to be, their own interests. : 

“Applying that test, I feel a sense of reassurance. Studying our own 
strength and that of Europe, under the massive American shield, I do not 
find it unreasonable or dangerous to conclude that internal prosperity, 
rather than external conquest, is not only the deep desire of the Russian 
peoples but also the long interest of their rulers.”” 

Churchill’s latest statement followed announcement that the 
Soviet Union had successfully developed and tested not only 
atomic, but also hydrogen weapons and bombs—an announcement 
which underscores the insanity and irresponsibility of rejecting 
measures which might bring peace. 

Meanwhile the Pope had held that negotiation or “frank 
and honest discussion” among the big powers was “a first and 
indispensable condition of peace.” 

Nehru of India strongly agreed with Churchill that there 
should be a big power conference “to meet informally, in privacy 
and without a rigid agenda . . . to make every effort to rid 
humanity of the fear of war.” 

In the United Nations, many voices were raised on behalf of 
such big power negotiations. India’s delegate, Krishna Menon, 
voiced that plea, and held that big power tension was “the fac- 
tor which supervenes every discussion, on which all problems 
center, and the solution of which is essential if we are to see 
daylight at all in the affairs of mankind.” 

A leading American businessman, Emest T. Weir, chairman 
of the National Steel Corporation, urged serious peace negotia- 
tions with the Soviet Union “in a spirit of give and take” as 
necessary to prevent disaster. He made this plea in a pamphlet, 
Notes on the Foreign Situation Based on a Trip Abroad, which 
he will send free on request to him at 2800 Grant Building, 
Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania. Mr. Weir defended his position 
in a letter to the New York Times on September 8: 


“My actual position is this: Europeans believe Russia is now seriously 
disposed toward establishing a condition of world peace. This is a posi- 
tion which the Western nations should explore, and the way to explore is 
through negotiations . . . continued as long as they serve a constructive 
purpose .. . If Russia should prove to be sincere, the world would have 
much to gain. (Otherwise) the world certainly would be no worse off . . . 

“Ti seems to me entirely wrong to continue to prejudge the Russian 
attitude . . . If the U. S. and other western nations were to take the 
position . . . that there should be no negotiations because ‘Russia cannot 
be trusted,’ the world would be condemned to perpetual stalemate which 
could only be broken by war... .” 


Mr. Walter Lipp 


the Beeps of an atomic war in which we would not only 
deliver, but also receive atomic (and_ hydrogen) bombs? We 


might 
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SUPREME COURT TO REVIEW HOUSE COMMITTEE 


On October 12, the Supreme Court agreed to review the 
case of Julius Emspak, officer of the United Electrical Workers 
Union, who had been convicted for refusing (by appeal to both 
the fifth and the first amendments to the constitution) to answer 
questions he considered improper and unconstitutional from 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. The court 
specifically agreed to rule on the question as to whether the 
House Resolution 5 setting up the committee as a permanent 
or standing committee, violated the constitution by abridging 
free speech, press, and assembly. 


The brief submitted to the court in appealing for the re- 
view it voted, stated: 

“The court cannot ignore the fact that the obtaining of 
information for legislative purposes, the power in aid of which 
the (House) Resolution (5) was passed, has become a hollow 
pretext for the compilation of a vast political index purgatorius, 
the systematic *destruction of political dissent and the subjection 
of thousands of citizens not merely to ruthless invasions of privacy 
but to serious sanctions without due process of law. Congres- 
sional committees now sit in judgment over the political liberty 
of the American people—teachers, writers, trade unionists, edi- 
tors, preachers, doctors and just ordinary Americans. We have 
reached the stage where a ‘clearance’ from the committee is 
often indispensable to one’s livelihood, career and good name. 
The assertion by congress of these powers to sit in political 
judgment must be reviewed by this court. Unless these powers 
are curbed and constitutionally related to the legislative process, 
there is a serious danger of irreparable injury to our constitu- 
tional form of government. 


“The current hue and cry concerning Communism has con- 
verted the activities of congressional committees into a vast 
game of hare and hounds. The only valid justification for these 
activities has been left far behind as the congressional subpena 
mill grinds out its paper trail of pursuit. As new committees 
join in the chase and compete with one another, new abuses 
are perpetrated and ever new ‘sensational revelations’ are prom- 
ised to divert attention from these abuses. This process has now 
reached the point where the same individuals have been vic- 
timized over and over again and where to the invasions of the 
rights of the individual have been added serious attacks upon 
the principle of separation of powers.” 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS Continued from Page 1 


McConnell, former presidents of M.F.S.A., who both died this 
summer. The meeting was held in the Iliff School of Theology 
chapel, and addresses of tribute were given by Iliff President, 
Harold Carr, Rev. Lee H. Ball, Rev. Jack R. McMichael, Rev. 
Clarence T. R. Nelson, Rev. Edward L. Peet and Rev. Dr. Loyd 
F. Worley. = 


M.F.S.A. APPEAL FOR PEACE ee. 
With the realization that both hydrogen and atomic weapons 
are in the hands of both of the world’s major powers, it ha 
become clear that the arms race has reached an impasse and 
that, not security, but death and destruction are the end results 
of our continuing along that path. The futility of war and - 
urgency of following the Prince of Peace, who blessed the pe 
makers as children of God, was never more clear. Ris 
On behalf of the Methodist Federation for Social A 
its officers and members of its Executive Committee, a 
the leaders of our government and especially to Presi 
hower, to recognize the grave urgency of an e 
level negotiation to ease world tensions inthe 
arms race, and give the nations of the world an 
use and develop their resources in the va 
struggle press ages and preventable 
with the demands of Jesus that the h 
clothed and the shelterless be provi 
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We urge President 
as coming { 


